2026 State Marine Training Academy
Information
On behalf of the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Office, the Michigan Sheriffs’ Association, and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, welcome to the 2026 State Marine Training Academy.
The academy will be held Monday, April 20, through Friday, April 24, 2026, at the Ottawa County DHS Building, 12185 James Street, Holland, Michigan, beginning in the Macatawa Conference Room. Additional training locations will include Yacht Basin Marina, 1862 Ottawa Beach Road, Holland, MI 49424, and a local high school for two days of off-site training.
Because the Marine Academy is a one-week program, it is important that all students complete the following prior to attending.

Pre-Academy Requirements
1. Review the Marine Safety Act (DNR Website)
Each student is required to read and study the Marine Safety Act using the DNR’s “one-stop” portal designed for county agencies:
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/things-to-do/boating/rules-and-regs
Students must review the following:
· Marine Safety – Part 801
· Personal Watercraft – Part 802
· Watercraft Titling – Part 803
· Charter and Livery Boat Safety
· Life Jacket Rules
· All materials under Administrative Rules
This website is an excellent resource and will be referenced throughout the academy.
2. Michigan Boater Education Course
All students must complete the Michigan Boater Education Course prior to the academy. Your department may provide the study materials, or the course may be completed online.
Upon completion, you will receive a Boater Safety Certificate.
You must bring this certificate to class.
This certificate is required for attendance at the MSA Marine Academy.

Motel Accommodations
Holiday Inn Express – Holland
12381 Felch Street
Holland, MI 49424
Phone: 616-738-2800
· Rooms are reserved for April 19 through April 24, 2026
· Rate: $85.00 per room
· Breakfast is included
· The rate is tax-exempt with a copy of your department’s tax exemption certificate
· If a room is needed for the night of April 24, 2026, advise the hotel at the time of booking (rate may be higher)
Room reservations must be made by March 28, 2026, under the State Marine Academy 2026 group reservation to guarantee availability.

Dress Requirements
· Classroom: Business casual (dress pants and collared shirt)
· Weapons: If carrying a weapon, you must either be in uniform or carry it concealed, as other county employees may not recognize you
· Officer Safety Training: Workout clothing; bring a gun belt and handcuffs (no firearm)
· Pool Training:
· Long pants (dress pants work best)
· Swimsuit
· Towel
· Personal Flotation Device (PFD)
Boat Handling Training (Tuesday):
Dress for the weather. Conditions may vary, and training will occur regardless of the weather. You must bring and wear your PFD at all times while on the dock or aboard a vessel.

Elective Training
A 4-hour breakout session will again be offered for newly appointed Marine Unit Administrators. This session will run concurrently with the OWI/Alcohol Enforcement class and is intended for certified officers newly assigned as their agency’s Marine Administrator.
Topics include:
· DNR reporting requirements
· Marine Administrator responsibilities
· Additional administrator-specific guidance

Graduation Requirements
· Attendance at all classes is mandatory
· All required exams must be passed
· This is a 40-hour mandated course, running from 8:00 a.m. Monday to 5:00 p.m. Friday
· “Early is on time; on time is late.”
If travel after 5:00 p.m. on Friday presents a hardship, please plan to stay overnight.

Exams
· Daily exams may be administered covering the previous day’s material
· A final exam will be administered on the last day, and must be passed for course completion
· Additional exams may be given at the discretion of individual instructors

We look forward to seeing you in April. Please feel free to reach out with any questions.
Capt. Eric Westveer – Facilitator
MSA State Marine Training Academy
Ottawa County Sheriff’s Office
ewestveer@miottawa.org
Sgt. Chris Reuwer
Ottawa County Sheriff’s Office
creuwer@miottawa.org

